
Caring for this Troubled World, November 21, 2021, St. Timothy, Burnaby 

2 Samuel 23.1-7; Psalm 132.1-19; John 18.33-37 

Prayer 

A quote I learned in seminary has stuck with me ever since: “preach with the Bible in one hand and a 

newspaper in the other.” As Christians in this world, we can’t simply focus on the scripture, God, 

theology, Jesus and ignore what is happening in the world around us—and at the same time, we can’t 

simply look at the world and its events and tragedies without also considering what God has to say 

about them. Social justice is important and we all have a role to play in making this world a better place. 

But if our church is not more than simply a place for social justice, why do we need Jesus? What role 

does God play? Why do we bother reading the scriptures every week?  

This week, there was a lot to read in the newspapers.  

This past week we may have wondered if we were nearing “the end”. Many Christians have been quite 

comfortable saying unequivocally that “we are in the end times” for years already…but this week saw 

flooding of nearly biblical proportions. Roads washed out in multiple places. Livestock were killed en 

masse. People were stranded for days on end. Authorities are still searching for victims of mudslides. 

And now that the worst of the initial storm seems to have abided, we are dealing with the fallout of 

extended road closures and the anticipated lack of supplies, food, and fuel that come with that. 

From my vantage point of privilege, I could easily delude myself that this is just another problem 

“somewhere else”. Much like the summer and the fires, I personally didn’t experience flooding. The 

roads I use weren’t washed out and I haven’t even experienced empty shelves at the grocery stores—

just like the fires in the summer didn’t touch me and I only barely noticed the smoke in the air. 

I could just as easily distance myself from the verdict that came down on Friday in the trial of Kyle 

Rittenhouse. Last summer, a seventeen-year-old brought an assault-style rifle to a Black Lives Matter 

demonstration in a different state from the one he lived in so that he might, in his understanding, assist 

locals to protect themselves and their property from the demonstrators. In the events that followed, he 

shot and killed two men and injured another. The jurors in Kenosha, Wisconsin found him “not guilty” 

on all charges and believed his position that he was acting in self-defence. 

And, just one more story: Saturday November 20 was “Trans Day of remembrance”. Trans persons have 

experienced untold violence from institutions and individuals. As a result, the rate of suicide and murder 

of trans people is many times higher than it is for the non-trans members of our society. The Anglican 

Church of Canada has acknowledged the harm that its positions and attitudes have had on trans people 

over the years and the Trans day of Remembrance is one step to try to acknowledge this hurt and 

prevent future hurt. 

But once again, I can distance myself from this. I am not myself a trans person. I have not participated 

(willingly, knowingly) in acts of aggression or violence against trans people. This is just one more news 

story that is not connected to me. 

So when we look to the scriptures to try to make that connection, what we find is the story of David’s 

“last words” and some of Jesus’ last words before Pilate. Both are kings, in some way. And today we 

celebrate the “Reign of Christ”. But that doesn’t seem to solve our problem. The scriptures, about kings 



and royalty and big grandiose ideas also don’t seem to connect with us and where we are. What does 

any of this have to do with us? 

The idea that connects the scriptures and the news stories to us is simple: stewardship.  

On the last Sunday before Advent, the church celebrates the Reign of Christ—but that is also often the 

last day of stewardship campaigns. We have deliberately not made a big push to talk about stewardship 

this year, but if we had, our campaign would have ended today.  

So how is stewardship connected?  

Far too often when we hear about “stewardship” in the church we connect it to money. A stewardship 

campaign is often accompanied with a pledge drive and, though an effort is often made on things 

beyond monetary ways of giving, the take home message is often about dollars and cents.  

But this year I think we can see with an increased clarity just how important real stewardship really is. 

Because to “steward” something refers to caring for it. We take care of the things we are stewarding. 

And there are a lot of areas in our lives where we have the responsibility of caring for things.  

The most obvious is here, in the church. We are responsible for taking care of this building, of these 

worship services, yes. And, of course, money in the form of donations is necessary for that to continue. 

But it is also much bigger than that. We also have to care for the way in which the building is used and 

the way that we share our building, our worship, and ourselves with others in the neighbourhood. How 

are we caring for this incredible resource that we have of this building, this worship space, our 

phenomenal kitchen in ways that benefit the community as a whole? How are we making use of our 

skills and personalities to welcome others into the space, either to worship with us and be part of the 

community or to do their events, meetings, and gatherings in our space? 

But beyond our local church, how are we caring for the way our denomination and our faith is 

represented? How are we stewarding the Christian faith, especially to those in the trans community? To 

persons of colour? Our statement on the bulletin says that we welcome all to join us and worship, but is 

that something that all people feel when they come into our doors? When they consider the Anglican 

Church in general? When they encounter Christians in the world? We certainly don’t have a good track 

record. 

And when we go back to our newspaper for a moment to consider the floods—it is not a great leap to 

connect climate change to this most recent disaster. I think we can see that climate change is also 

responsible for the forest fires of the past summer (and summers before) and the “heat dome” event 

that was responsible for the deaths of hundreds of people in BC. When we think about “stewardship”, 

we can’t forget the earth, this incredible treasure that God has entrusted to us to care for and watch 

over. We have heard the warnings for years from climate scientists and environmentalists, and now, like 

the prophets of old, we are seeing their prophecies play out in real time with devastating consequences. 

We need to make changes to better care for this earth. It is not too late to make a difference. 

And what might be the most challenging part of the message today is connected to Jesus and “The Reign 

of Christ”. Pontius Pilate asked Jesus, “So, you are a king?” He already knew the answer. Jesus wasn’t 

really a king. He wasn’t a ruler, not like Pilate himself was. We heard from David earlier, Jesus’ most 

famous ancestor. We heard how God had worked through the reign of David (in his rose-coloured 



recollection of his time on the throne). We also heard about the everlasting covenant made with David, 

that David would have an ancestor on the throne.  

By the time we get to our gospel reading, that ancestor is Jesus. And in many ways, Jesus is a 

disappointment. Pilate seems to mock him for not really being a king. His own people hand him over to 

the governing authorities to have him executed. But what is perhaps the worst of his kingly flaws is that 

Jesus doesn’t seem to have any power to do anything. He is powerless. He can’t command things to be 

done and orders to be carried out and laws to be made and transgressors to be punished.  

He is not a king. 

At least, he is not a king like we expect. Like we have experienced. Like we hope for. A king who will 

swoop in and make all the bad things right. Who will govern justly and rightly and punish the bad guys 

and take care of those who are suffering through laws and law-enforcement.  

Jesus doesn’t compel anyone.  

And yet, he is entirely compelling. 

His reign is not one of authority—at least not like we’re used to. Jesus’ reign is one of suffering. 

Hardship. Service. Of leading by example. He is not a king like we have ever seen before. He is not a king 

of this world in the way this world works. And he doesn’t demand obedience and punish those who 

transgress. Instead, he inspires us to follow his lead. To serve rather than be served. To give of ourselves. 

To care for widows and orphans and to consider everyone our neighbour and to love our neighbour as 

ourselves. To recognize the problems in the world and do what we can to improve them—to be good 

stewards of this world and its people. To follow his example.  

As we consider the everlasting reign of Christ, may we all have the courage and strength to follow his 

example. 

 

 


