
Happily Ever After, October 3, 2021, St. Timothy, Burnaby 

Job 1.1, 2.1-10; Psalm 26; Mark 10.2-16 

“For it is to such as these that the kingdom of God belongs.” 

Prayer 

For quite some time now, I have been the designated kid-taxi-driver in the household. I do the daycare 

and school pickups and drop offs. After the kids are dropped off and it’s just me in the car, I can listen to 

the news or a podcast or whatever music I like. But when I’ve got the kids with me…let’s just say I’ve 

been listening to a lot of Disney music.  

Disney has done a great job of appealing to kids. Even just in the songs on the radio. My daughter knows 

the stories behind many of the songs and can recite passages from her favourite movies after just a few 

bars of one of its songs. These are stories for kids. Stories that begin with “once upon and time” and end 

with “happily every after”. Whether it’s princes and princesses or monsters or some other creatures, the 

stories almost invariably end with “happily ever after”. And this appeals to children in a way that it 

doesn’t to many more world-wearied adults. Children still have a sense of optimism and hope and 

haven’t had to deal with as much of reality to know that “happily ever after” doesn’t just…happen. 

There’s work involved. Struggles. Sacrifices.  

And nobody is excited about sacrifices. Nobody is eager to give anything up. (That’s why “happily ever 

after” is so appealing—it implies that everybody gets what they want without sacrifice).  

But “happily ever after” is not only something that appeals to children. It appeals to adults as well. We 

all long for the fairy tale. For things to go smoothly. For everything to just fall into place. After all, that’s 

what’s supposed to happen when we work hard. Good things happen to good people who work hard 

and do good things. Conversely, bad things (only?) happen to bad people who do bad things or don’t 

work hard.  

That’s the myth. That’s the carrot hanging on the string to motivate us.  

Then there’s Job. Job who we’ll be hearing more from in the weeks ahead, but who is struggling to 

understand just what  he did wrong. Why his life got so miserable so quickly. What could he possibly 

have done to deserve this? Job doesn’t know about the arrangement between God and “the Accuser” 

(The Satan—not the same Satan that we see elsewhere in the scripture, but a member of the heavenly 

beings/council…confusing, I know).  

On the one hand, Job’s story stands as a kind of antidote to the myth that good things will happen to 

those who work hard and are good. Because lots of bad things happen to Job. And he struggles to 

understand why and even wants God to give him an answer. All of the important people in his life are 

taken from him—his sons and daughters and his (employees?) slaves. All of his wealth—his livestock, his 

crops, his properties. And then, even his health is taken from him as he is covered in sores. He loses 

everything. Everything, that is, except his wife. And after all this, what is his ever-loving wife’s counsel? 

“Curse God and die!”  

And in the gospel passage today, Jesus teaches on divorce. Is that any surprise? 



Before we get too much into what Jesus says about divorce, it is important that we notice what this 

passage does not say. Jesus is not asked to give a definition of marriage. Jesus is not asked to give his 

opinion on gender or on gender roles. He isn’t even asked to give an opinion on whether or not marriage 

is good or bad (let alone what role the church should have in it). Instead, we are told that he is asked a 

question in order to trick him. “Is it lawful for a man to divorce his wife?” Notice the power imbalance 

that already exists in the question. This is not a balanced relationship where each partner has equal 

rights. The man has the option of divorcing his wife (but nothing is said of the wife’s ability to divorce 

her husband). [There is much to be said of the context here that I simply don’t have the time to get into 

in this sermon.] 

Jesus is clever. He knows when he is being set up. And he knows his scripture. “What did Moses 

command you?” The law says that a man was allowed to write a certificate of dismissal and divorce his 

wife.  

Jesus’ response has been interpreted in a number of ways over the centuries. He says that this law was 

written because of their hardness of hearts. But that was never God’s intention. God’s intention was that 

when two were married they became one flesh. And what God has joined together, Jesus says, let no 

one separate.  

So, is Jesus is saying divorce is okay? That it’s bad but it’s acceptable? That divorce should not be 

permitted under any circumstance? 

I don’t know all of your stories. I don’t know how many of you may have been married two, or three, or 

four times. But I will say this, unequivocally, as a member of the clergy preaching from the pulpit—

sometimes divorce is not only necessary, but it is the best option. But I will add this: every divorce is sad. 

Heartbreaking, even. And I don’t mean that if someone gets divorced it makes God sad—and therefore, 

don’t do it! That’s not my point. My point is that divorce is a devastating place to end up from where the 

couple began. In a previous parish, I did some very moving work with people who were struggling with 

divorce (and the fallout from divorce). I know that the wounds they bore were felt, sometimes for years 

afterward. They had real pain even when they knew that separation was the best (or only) way 

forward—not that it was always their choice. Even when they recognized that everyone would be better 

for it in the long run, (and that it was the right decision) it still hurt.  

I’ve also had the opportunity to work with couples getting ready to be married, one as recently as last 

month. There is nothing quite like their enthusiasm and optimism.  When you talk to a couple preparing 

to get married, they aren’t thinking about divorce. They aren’t planning for divorce. They can’t even 

imagine divorce—and if they are, they probably shouldn’t be getting married in the first place.  

But life happens. People change. Sometimes true natures are revealed. Sometimes the scales fall off 

people’s eyes. Sometimes circumstances lead to substance abuse and sometimes spouses become 

abusive. I could go on and on. You probably know many stories like this. Sometimes the best path is to 

get out. And get help.  

And that is sad. That is not what this couple imagined when they first got married. This was not the hope 

they had for themselves. 

And so, when Jesus hears the question on divorce, he is not hearing “do I need to stay with the partner 

who abuses me and our children?” He is not answering that question. What Jesus hears is someone 



asking permission to bend the rules—the same thing my Catholic catechism teacher so many years ago 

heard from a room full of almost exclusively grade eight boys. We wanted to know about sex, 

relationships, and dating: “What are the limits? How far can we go without breaking the rules entirely? 

What are we permitted to do?” We were teenage boys. You get the picture. “What can we get away 

with?”  

Jesus’ response to the people trying to trick him is this: you are asking the wrong question. You are 

focused on what you can do for yourself, and not what you can do for your partner. You are trying to 

extract the most pleasure for you at the expense of others. Trying to do as little as you can while still 

staying on the right side of the law—but just barely. 

And this is where the child enters into the frame—the child the disciples are not happy about being 

brought forward. “Look at this child,” Jesus says as he blesses the child. “Children haven’t been 

corrupted by the world yet. They haven’t had their dreams crushed and learnt the hard way that things 

don’t go the way we hope they will. They are brimming with optimism. They are eager, excited, and 

positive. And they are all in. They hold nothing back. They have the same optimism for the world and its 

future as newlyweds do about their marriage. 

“Be like this little child. Believe in fairy tales. Let go of your cynicism. Your doubts, your fears, your 

anxieties. Embrace the world of ‘happily ever after’. Allow yourself to dream—and go all in—doing 

everything to make that dream come to reality, to bring God’s Kingdom on earth. Do this, and you will 

inherit the kingdom of God.” 

 

 


