
Your Father’s Good Pleasure, August 11, 2019, St. Timothy, Burnaby 

Is 1:1, 10-20; Ps 50:1-8, 23-24; Heb 11:1-3, 8-16; Luke 12:32-40 

Prayer 

“Do not be afraid, little flock.”  

“Do not be afraid little flock.” It’s almost as though Jesus could read their minds. Jesus knew his 

audience had much to be afraid of: Roman soldiers, disease from unsanitary conditions, and starvation 

just to name a few. And though many years have passed, when we hear those same words from Jesus 

today, it is still like he can read our minds.  

“Do not be afraid, little flock.” We have much to fear. 

Brexit is looming in Europe and the trade war between China and the US doesn’t seem to be going 

anywhere. That gives anyone with any stocks reason to be afraid. Our sanitation is better than at Jesus’ 

time, but even the germs are evolving—there are super-bugs that are immune to our antibiotics that 

could easily threaten life as we know it. The planet is warming and with it is a changing climate that is 

completely unpredictable and frightening. More floods, more storms, rising ocean levels, and burning 

forest fires threatening our air.  

We may even be afraid that Trump will be elected to a second term. And it that’s not frightening, hardly 

a week goes by without a mass shooting—and this is not a problem restricted to our neighbours south 

of the border.  

Yes, there is much for us to be afraid of.  

And yet, just like we hear in so many places in scripture (think especially about the angel visitations 

around the Christmas story), Jesus tells his hearers “Do not be afraid.” None of us were there to hear it 

personally, of course, but aren’t we part of his “little flock”? He does mean that for us too, doesn’t he? 

But just what does Jesus mean? How can we face this world that we live in and not be afraid? 

Some people take comfort through buying bullet-proof backpacks, especially as we gear up for back-to-

school season. Some of us try to move farther inland and drive less often and recycle and wear more 

sunscreen to combat the effects of climate change, even in some small way.  

For those of us with enormous resources, there are other ways to get away from the concerns of the 

world. With Jeff Bezos’ money anyone could build themselves a private compound, high above the rising 

sea level, on a solar and wind-powered generator system with advanced air filters, stocked with years of 

preserves. All bullet-proof, of course—and built to withstand a nuclear holocaust. 

But in last week’s gospel we heard a first-century version of Jeff Bezos. A man who had so much food 

from his harvest that he couldn’t even store it all in his existing barns. So he planned to tear down the 

old barns and build bigger barns and coast for the rest of his life. Jesus called this man a “fool”—his life 

was demanded of him that very day. Where would his wealth go? And none of it was able to save his 

life. 



Even in Jeff Bezos’ nuclear holocaust compound, there is no guarantee that he would survive. It is not 

“fool-proof” as “nothing is foolproof to a sufficiently talented fool”. Something could go wrong—the 

plumbing, maybe. Or the electricity. Many things could go wrong. Bezos could trip on some stairs.  

“Do not be afraid, little flock, for it is your Father’s good pleasure to give you the kingdom.” 

God the Father wants to give us the kingdom? 

Is that better than Jeff Bezos’ compound? 

 

Jesus says to make purses that do not wear out and where moth does not destroy. Where your treasure 

is, there your heart will be also. 

We have plenty of reasons that we could be afraid. Some might even say that we should be afraid. 

But if we’re not afraid, why are we not afraid? 

Is it because we have a backup generator in the event of a power outage? 

Is it because we have a really good home insurance plan? 

Is it because all our investments are in GICs and government savings bonds and those are guaranteed 

and insulated from market volatility? 

Maybe we have no reason to fear because we own our own home and in the GVRD that’s as good as 

money in the bank. 

“For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.” 

Please don’t misunderstand me. Part of being good stewards of our blessings means that we think about 

these things. We invest what we have wisely. It is not a bad thing to be wealthy—and it is certainly not a 

bad thing to be a responsible financial planner. (Or to hire one.) 

But is that where our security lies? Is that where our heart is? 

It is our father’s good pleasure to give us the kingdom! But that doesn’t mean that God desires all of us 

to be living in mansions and driving five cars—if you’re looking for that as your “gospel” message you 

will have no trouble finding it out there. 

It is God’s good pleasure to give us the kingdom. Not to “bless us” so that we can keep up with the 

Joneses.  

And God’s kingdom is not like this world.  

In God’s kingdom, nobody cares what kind of car you drive. In God’s kingdom, nobody cares how many 

bathrooms your house has. In God’s kingdom, it doesn’t matter what your job title is or how smart you 

are or how up-to-date your fashion sense is. 

God’s kingdom is a drastically different understanding of this world. In God’s kingdom, we’re not 

“looking out for number one” but we recognize that the true number one is looking out for us.  



The world we live in today presents us with images of people who are “self-made” and who have “lifted 

themselves up by the bootstraps” to become the successful people they are today. 

But Jesus tells us that it is our Father’s good pleasure to give us the kingdom. Not to give us our wages 

for how hard we’ve worked.  

And just in case we missed that—just in case we overlooked Jesus’ characterisation of God as generous 

and self-giving, Jesus shares a parable: a master goes out for a wedding feast and no one knows when 

he will return. But, “blessed are those slaves whom the master finds alert when he comes; truly I tell 

you,” Jesus says, “he will fasten his belt and have them sit down to eat, and he will come and serve 

them.” This is God the Father Jesus is talking about. Serving us. Taking care of us after returning from a 

trip.  

This is our God. Whose good pleasure is to give us the kingdom and who is eager to wait on us as a 

servant waits on their master. Not because we deserve it—no, but because we are watching, waiting, 

anticipating the return of the master, as Jesus promised. “Be dressed and ready for action. Have your 

lamps lit.” “You must be ready,” Jesus says, “for the Son of Man is coming at an unexpected hour.” 

“Do not be afraid, little flock, for it is your Father’s good pleasure to give you the kingdom. Sell your 

possessions, and give alms.” 

Watch for Jesus—he is coming back. But don’t be afraid.  

What is there to be afraid of—well, I gave you a long list, yes, but what is coming? What is this kingdom 

of God which is advancing? 

If it is God’s good pleasure to give us the kingdom—AND God is looking with eager expectation to being 

able to serve us, then what use do we have of taking comfort in wealth? What is an RRSP compared to 

being served by Almighty God?  

Jesus says “sell your possessions, and give alms.” What he is saying is that you don’t need them—you 

may remember another gospel passage where Jesus says “sell everything”—this isn’t it. But if you have 

fifty years of grain stockpiled in your barn, perhaps you can spare some of it. 

And here is the really crucial point: by giving to others of our own possessions, we recognize the reality 

of God’s kingdom—we’re all in this together. I have some and you need some. You have some and I 

need some. It’s not the same sense of competition that drives the rest of the world. “I need to make 

sure I have enough for me and everyone important to me. You need to take care of yourself.” That 

thinking is not God’s kingdom. God’s kingdom recognizes that we are all children of God and that we all 

suffer when any one of us suffers. If one person is hoarding wealth or food or resources it is to the 

detriment of all people—that one person should not be held up as an ideal for us to strive for, as if we 

could all become billionaires without further devastating those who are already impoverished. 

But God’s kingdom way of thinking is different. It is challenging. It may even be a little radical. 

But it is what Jesus means when he tells us to be ready. To keep our lamps trimmed and to watch for the 

coming of the Son of Man. 

It means that we can’t live under the rules of the world and then hope to switch teams and live as 

though we are part of God’s kingdom the moment we believe that Jesus is really coming back. When 



Jesus talks about “girding our loins” (which is what the text really says), it means hiking up your long 

robes and tying them up with a belt—so that your clothes won’t be in the way of you moving. Be ready 

to move. To run, if necessary. Jesus is going to come back so fast that you won’t have time to look for a 

belt to tie up your long gown and get it out of the way. 

We need to be prepared. 

We need to start living in this kingdom of God now.  

We can’t be afraid. It is our Father’s good pleasure to give us the kingdom. Let us let go of our 

attachments to wealth and plans and insurances. Let us look instead to the kingdom of heaven where 

purses do not wear out, where thieves do not come to steal away and where moth does not destroy. Let 

us not live in fear of a stock market “correction” or a currency war or a bubble bursting or a changing 

climate. Those are things of the old world. 

It is our Father’s good pleasure to give us the kingdom. Let us embrace that kingdom. Now. 

The master is coming at any minute—and he can’t wait to spoil us. 


