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Prayer 

We know the parable of “the Prodigal Son.” We’ve heard it before. We know how it goes. We know how 

it ends. We know that it is a story of God’s extravagant love—and some people have even taken to 

calling it “The Parable of the Father’s Love”. And it is that. It does tell us about God’s love. As I 

summarized in the children’s talk, it tells us about the depths God’s love for us—about the limitlessness 

of God’s love. There is nothing we could do, nothing, that would keep God from running out to us, as the 

father in this story ran to his son. We lose sight of just how horrible this son really was—essentially 

wanting his own father to die so that he could inherit his wealth—only to waste it and spend it on 

worldly passions. This was the worst way a son could possibly treat his father—and it was so beyond 

people’s imagination that the very concept of it was impossible. But even more impossible, is the love of 

this father, running out to this debaucherous son, humbling himself, and giving his son all the luxuries 

his estate can afford.  

Yes, this is a story of a father’s love—and we are meant to understand it as God’s love for all of God’s 

people—especially those who return to God from sin. 

 

But it is also a story of redemption.  

We are used to the idea of placing ourselves in the shoes of the prodigal son—that we are to turn from 

our sins and find ourselves in God’s loving embrace. We may have even placed ourselves in the shoes of 

the older brother, slaving away for years and becoming bitter when others are rewarded over us. 

But we can find ourselves in all of the characters in this story—and we can see the recurring theme of 

redemption in it. 

We are all sinners. That much should be obvious. We have all had times in our lives where we want what 

we want no matter the cost. And we have all hurt others in our pursuit of our own desires. We are 

shown a story of how we may experience redemption—forgiveness (the father and his son). The very 

one we have hurt being reconciled with us. Such is the kingdom of heaven. 

But we have also been hurt by others. We have known the pain of estrangement (like that of the father), 

even of those we thought we were closest to. We have been robbed and abused, figuratively and maybe 

even literally, by those we loved. And this story also shows the potential of redemption. 

And all of us, like the older brother, have been neglected and overlooked. Our hard work has been 

ignored as we are passed over for others who somehow attract more attention. The very ones we have 

been trying to impress have turned their attention elsewhere. And the parable of the Father’s love 

shows us the possibility for redemption in those relationships too, as the father reconciled with his 

faithful son. 

But at the same time, we have also been in the position to overlook the efforts of others (as the father 

did his faithful son). We have taken the work and dedication of others for granted and underappreciated 



those who love us dearly. And we too see in this story that we can have that relationship redeemed. 

Such is the kingdom of heaven. 

So, while we reflect on the story we think we know so well, let us broaden our thoughts to include some 

other possible interpretations—and marvel at the redemption that is possible. Let us rejoice with all 

those who are rejoicing in heaven that the lost have been saved. Not just those individuals who have 

turned back, but those relationships that have been redeemed. Let us praise the God who mends hearts 

and mends relationships as we look to our own joyous homecomings. 


