
A Miraculous Act of Diplomacy, February 3, 2019, St. Timothy, Burnaby 

Jer 1:4-10; Ps 71:1-6; 1 Cor 13:1-13; Lk 4:21-30 

“the Lord said to me, ‘Do not say, “I am only a boy”; for you shall go to all to whom I send you, and you 

shall speak whatever I command you. Do not be afraid of them, for I am with you to deliver you, says the 

Lord.’” 

Prayer 

I’ve been hearing the stories of the bible for my entire life—though the way I hear them has changed 

since I grew up. When I was much younger, I heard the story that we heard from our gospel reading 

today—the crowd driving Jesus from the synagogue to the edge of a cliff and them him passing through 

them and leaving that place—I heard that story as an incredible miracle. Who was this Jesus?! How did 

he do that? Was that magic? 

Then, when I got a little older and a little more skeptical, I started to understand the story a little 

differently. I wasn’t so sure this was a miracle. Maybe Jesus was more like a football player, dodging 

tackles and making his way to the end zone. Or, maybe the angry mob got to the edge of the cliff and 

realized the significance of what it was they were about to do—they were about to murder one of their 

own people. Maybe the gravity of this thought sobered them and they lost their nerve.  

Now that I’m even older, I have a new theory about how this happened. I think that Jesus may have 

changed their minds with a miraculous act of diplomacy. It sounds unexciting, but it’s still a pretty great 

miracle, if that’s really what happened.  

But before I explain that, I’ll have to get into a bit of the background. This story occurs in Luke’s gospel. 

We’re going to be spending a lot of time in Luke’s gospel this calendar year, so we might as well get 

comfortable. Luke’s gospel is similar to two of the other gospels (Matthew and Mark), but also unique in 

a number of ways. Each gospel tells its own version of Jesus’ life though there are some repeated 

stories—some of them very similar. This particular story also appears in Matthew and Mark, but Luke’s 

gospel has quite a different twist on it and it occurs much earlier in Luke’s gospel than in the other two. 

While both Matthew and Mark have a similar story of Jesus being rejected in his hometown, Luke’s 

gospel has this as almost the very beginning of Jesus’ ministry, saying that he began his ministry at the 

age of thirty. The earlier chapters of Luke’s gospel include the birth narrative, Jesus as a boy in the 

temple, a whole chapter on John the Baptist, then Jesus’ baptism and temptation in the wilderness. 

Then, as this story begins, we’re told that Jesus went to the synagogue on the Sabbath as was his 

custom. We are not told of any stories of healing or miracles of any kind. We don’t even know 

specifically or not if Jesus has read the scripture in the synagogues before (in Luke’s gospel account) or if 

this is his very first “sermon”.  

What is clear, however, is that when Jesus speaks in the synagogue in his hometown, he is initially met 

with positive reactions from the people that are there. Then, in all three versions of the story, the 

people of the synagogue turn against him. Luke’s version, that we heard this morning, has the clearest 

reasoning for why the people turn against him. 

In the verses immediately before where our gospel reading began, Jesus opens the scroll of Isaiah and 

finds the part that he reads to them—the part of the year of the Lord’s favour. The year of Jubilee. He 



then rolls up the scroll and our story picks up—he tells them that this scripture has been fulfilled in their 

hearing.  

It is important to know that this passage was a messianic passage. The people would have known that 

Jesus was very clearly suggesting that the age of the messiah had come—the time had been fulfilled, the 

promise kept. In this version of the story, people are still pleased at this point. 

But then Jesus shifts gears. He tells his townspeople that prophets are not welcome in their hometown. 

He also reminds them of the very well-known stories of Elijah and Elisha, both powerful prophets who 

did many acts of power—but both of whom had ministries outside of the people of Israel. They 

ministered to and spent time with the gentiles. 

It is at this point that the people’s anger is kindled against Jesus. 

Now, if this really was Jesus’ first sermon, then perhaps we should consider it to be a total bomb. Or 

perhaps not. It definitely got a reaction—and that’s not something that can be said about every sermon. 

People were inspired to act—immediately. That is desirable! Being filled with murderous rage—perhaps 

less desirable. 

Now, what was it about what he said that triggered these people into such a reaction? One 

commentator I read said that Jesus was threatening them: “if you don’t believe in me, then I will go to 

the gentiles like Elijah and Elisha did—and leave you high and dry!” But I don’t think that’s what it was. 

These people grew up in the same small town that Jesus did. In the other gospels’ version of this story 

they say that because of the people’s unbelief in Jesus, he could do no act of power there. Think about 

this from their perspective. That weird guy down the street from you is not a genius. He just tinkers in 

his garage. That woman who lives around the corner from you who mutters to herself as she walks her 

dog is not brilliant—she’s a little crazy. Even if you were to find out that the guy was a dot-com 

millionaire or that the woman was a best-selling author, I doubt you’d be all that impressed. You’d 

probably think they don’t really deserve all those accolades—they’re not all that special.  

And Jesus? He’s just one of the guys. He’s my neighbor. My sister used to help his mother with her 

laundry. My cousin used to babysit for him. You say he’s the messiah? Yeah, right! 

The rest of the world might be convinced, but I know someone who changed his diapers. He’s not that 

special. 

So when Jesus starts his sermon by saying that he is ushering in the messianic age, they people think 

“wow, this guy can preach! He’s pretty good!” And then they think “you’re going to start the year of the 

Lord’s favour? Well…okay. I guess that would be a nice idea.” They’re still on board. Many a little 

hesitant, but willing to hear him out.  

But then he starts talking about the gentiles. And then he tells his audience that they don’t have the 

faith to believe in him as a prophet. And he says that God will leave them and heal the gentiles like God 

did before—not the people of God. Hold on there! Who does this guy think he is? He’s going to send 

God away from us to them?! That’s when they get angry. 



Before that, Jesus was still “one of them.” He was on their side. All of a sudden, he’s become one of 

those wingnuts, always trying to help the others instead of helping his own people. He should know, of 

all people, that his loyalties are to his own people first! 

This is a natural and common phenomenon. Even as a church we are not exempt from drawing borders 

to keep others out and “our people” in. To take care of our own and let others take care of themselves. 

To feel as though we deserve the blessings that God has given us and the others deserve the 

condemnation that they have or will receive from God. 

But as a church, we don’t have a monopoly on God.  

In just the chapter before, John the Baptist warned the crowds not to think that because they had 

Abraham as their ancestor that they were special—because from the rocks God could raise up children 

from Abraham. We in the church do not contain God—God ministers to whomever God chooses—we 

can get with that program or we can get out of God’s way. 

And I’m not going to try to tell you that it is easy or comfortable or instinctive to extend ourselves 

beyond our comfortable boundaries—because it’s not. Doing God’s work is not always comfortable. Just 

look at Jeremiah—God commissioned him to be a prophet—to speak to the people of the city of 

Jerusalem in the midst of a war. Jeremiah had to tell the people that God’s judgement was coming—that 

they were going to lose the battle. That they should surrender to the enemy. This did not make Jeremiah 

many friends with the people and especially with the rulers. But at the moment of his calling, God 

assured Jeremiah “Do not be afraid of them, for I am with you to deliver you.” 

And our second reading from the first letter to the Corinthians reminds us how we go about doing God’s 

work—with love. Without love, Paul tells the Corinthian church, I am nothing but a noisy gong or a 

clanging cymbal. In that very familiar passage, Paul then goes on to tell them about love and about how 

they are to apply love in their lives—it’s not just for weddings! 

So then coming back to Jesus on the edge of the cliff—just what was this miraculous diplomacy that I 

mentioned earlier? If I am right and Jesus used diplomacy to change their minds, then it really was 

miraculous because we know how prevalent the ideas of protecting ourselves before considering the 

needs of others is, even today. By speaking to his fellow Nazoreans, sharing with them the truths that 

they really didn’t want to hear (just like Jeremiah), but speaking to them in love, Jesus was able to 

change their minds. I think what he told them was simple—just because something good is happening to 

someone outside your group—just because something good is happening to “them”, doesn’t mean that 

there is less for you. Just because God is tending to the needs of the marginalized doesn’t mean that 

God isn’t concerned about those of us who aren’t marginalized. Saying “Black Lives Matter” really 

doesn’t mean that non-black lives don’t matter. Being concerned about the welfare of the nation of 

Venezuela or the prisoners in Brooklyn without heating in the polar vortex doesn’t mean that God isn’t 

also concerned about our problems. Jesus tells the angry mob that God did not abandon Israel in the 

days of Elijah or Elisha and God will not abandon you either. There is enough of God for everyone! 

Embrace the messianic age—the year of the Lord’s favour! 

Changing someone’s mind, especially someone whose mind is made up and directed toward violence, is 

a very great miracle. 



And turning back to us, when we are faced with challenges and borders and divisions—when we are 

tempted to look after our own and let “outsiders” fend for themselves—can our minds be changed? Can 

we enlarge our table rather than building a higher wall? Can we open our arms wider, and extend our 

family? And our church? Are we brave enough to consider the ways in which we might unconsciously be 

excluding others? 

May we be guided by the words of St. Paul: “And now faith, hope, and love abide, these three; and the 

greatest of these is love.”  


